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Section 11.—Literacy.’

The results of the census of 1921 with regard to literacy furnish most encour-
aging evidence of the progressive elimination of illiteracy in Canada. Indeed, the
rate of progress is not adequately shown by the comparison made in Table 37 between
literacy in 1921 and in the two preceding censuses, since this comparison can be
made only for the ages of 5 years and over, and experience has shown that the
illiteracy of children in the quinquennial age group between 5 and 9 years of age
is practically meaningless.

37.—Literacy among the Population § Years of Age and over, by Frovinces,
1991, 1311 and 1821,

Population. Per cent § years and over.
Can Can Cannot
Provinces, 5 years |rend and | read | read mor Can Can Cannot
Total, of age write. only. write. | read and read read nor
and over. write. only. writs,
Na. No. No. Na., Ko. p.c. pe. p.c.
Prince Edward
Ishanl—  1901] 303,259 91, 560, 17,572 4,591 9.897 84,23 5- 00 10-77
1911 93,728 83,792 76,250 1,153 6,380 9101 1-38] 7-42
1921 B8, 615 78,969 72,147 1,335 5,487 9136 1-60 G-95
Nova Seotis —1%0t¢ 450,574 47,1521 331,007 18,143 58,002 £1-30 448 14:24
191] 492,338 432,800 384, 605 4,168 44 838 £8-66 1) 1034
921 523,837 463,442 413,952 6,026 43,464 §9-32 1-301 9.38
New Brunsw!ck~
1901] 831,120 290,7321 213,080, 10,818 47,954 8016 3-65 16-19
1911 351,889 306, 8660 261, 160 2,622 43,114 85-10 -85 1405
1921 387,876, 335,906] 203,454 3,286 42, 256 85-57 47| 12-48
Queber— 1901] 1.648,898] 1.411.324| 1,008,693 6L.614) 250.017 7752 4-37] 17-71
1911] 2,005,776 1,714,545) 1.483 301 12,977 218,267 86- 51 78 12-73
1921) 2,361,199 2,044,151| 1,814,953 17,955 211,273 58-79 -88 1033
Ontario— 1901| 2,182.047| 1,958.635| 1,758,427 28. 830 171,378 89.78 1-47 8-75
1911] 2.527.202| 2,264,410] 2,108,485 7.302 148.632 93-11 32 6-5F
1921 2,933,662| 2,632,085 2,447,588 15,247, 168, 260, B2 991 -58 6+43
Manitoha— 1501 255,214 219.250] 184,295 3,083 31,9012 8404 1-41 1465
1911 451,304 394.078] 340,870 1.231 55,977 8583 +31 14-06
1921 610,118 532,306 464,369 4.011 63,926 87-24 «75 12-014
Saskatehewan—
1601 91,27 78,185 49,041 7 27.447 6388 1.02 3516
1911 492 . 432 421.432] 362,768 626 57,738 86-08 -22 13-70
1521 757,510 644.335] 566,038 4,609 13,658 3785 «71 11-44
Alberia— 1901 73.022 §2, 564 42,781 FLiTy 18,114 63-31 1-13 3056
1511  374.285 325.%14| 283,513 1.198 41,205 85-99 -37 12-84
British 921 588,454 500.806] 453,572 3.259 53,065 85-95 -4 141
Cohzmh ia—1901 178,667 143,336 121,782 073 40,581 74-56 6| 24-84
1311 393,480 356.603] 814183 1.013 41,407 88-11 -28 11:61
1921 524,582 474.787] 427,374 2,552 44,861 4001 -54 a-45
Yuhon— 1901 27.21% 26,864 17.37 5 9,434, 6467 20 3513
1911 8,512 8,009 6,843 76 1,087 2547 + 85| 1358
1921 4,157 3,880 2,732 8 1, 140 T0-41 21 29.38
Northwest
Tetritories—1901 20,129 18,699 3.233 174 15,202 17-2% -9 81-T8
1911 6,507 5,472 857 T 4. 808 i3-11 +12 8477
1021 7,988 7,471 749 L 6.716 1(-03 0B 8984
Canada— 18| 5,378, 315] 4,728,631 3,918,515 129,584 €5e,132 8288 2 1438
19117 7,206,843 &,319,160] 5,622,544 32,5863 663,453 8898 -52 14-5¢
1921 5,788,483 7,730,833 &,087,41% 38,254 715,17 -0 «75) -2

! For more detailed mi'ormat:on 800 tablea on pp. 645-889 of Vol. LI of the Censua of 1921, published by
the m Bureau of Statistics, also special census monograph “'Illiteracy and School ‘Attendance in
Canada', a study of the Census of 1921.




